Metachromatic leukodystrophy: clinical and enzymatic parameters.
Metachromatic leukodystrophy is a recessively inherited disease of children and adults. The basic disorder is a failure of the catabolism of sulfatide, the sulfate ester of galactose cerebroside. This lipid is a component of the myelin membrane and is probably a component of neuronal membranes as well. The various forms of clinical presentation, the aids to diagnosis, the genetic variations of arylsulfatase A, the enzyme involved in sulfatide catabolism, and possible approaches to therapy are presented.